
When?
Tuesday January 25 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed by lunch 
 

The European patent Opposition procedure is 

highly effective, effi cient and easy to understand, 

and should be regarded as an essential part of 

any European patent strategy. Haseltine Lake 

has designed this seminar especially for US and 

Canadian practitioners to explore how the procedure 

can be used in an international competitive 

environment to successfully revoke or substantially 

restrict a competitor’s patent rights. 

Haseltine Lake has one of the most experienced 

and successful Opposition teams in Europe, which 

it coordinates through its offi ce in Munich, at the 

heart of European patent practice. 

Opposition procedure at 
the European Patent Offi ce
Why practitioners in the USA and Canada cannot afford to ignore the 
opportunities and threats that it presents

Where?
Hyatt Regency, 5101 Great America Parkway, Santa Clara, California, 95054

A practical seminar for US and Canadian Intellectual Property practitioners

When?
Thursday January 27 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed by lunch    
 

Where?
The Sports Club/LA – Orange County, 1980 Main Street, (Just off MacArthur) Irvine, California 92614
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AVAILABLE

In association with:



Aims of the seminar:

• To raise awareness of the Opposition 

 procedure and how it is being used by 

 international companies for competitive  

 advantage

• To explain the procedure to US and 

 Canadian practitioners in a way that is   

 relevant to their own experience and their  

 national procedures and remedies 

Who should attend?

• Patent attorneys and IP litigators in

 private-practice US or Canadian law fi rms

• IP managers and patent attorneys in the  

 patent or legal departments of Canadian  

 or US companies 

When?

SANTA CLARA

Tuesday January 25 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed 
by lunch

Seminar includes:
Handout materials
Continental Breakfast
Lunch

IRVINE

Thursday January 27 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed 
by lunch

Seminar includes:
Handout materials
Continental Breakfast
Lunch

Registration & Breakfast

Introduction and OverviewIntroduction and Overview

Session 1 - Opposition BasicsSession 1 - Opposition Basics

 •  Main steps in the Opposition procedure

Session 2 - Grounds of OppositionSession 2 - Grounds of Opposition

 •  Substantive grounds  

 •  Formal grounds  

 •  Other considerations

Session 3 - Strategy and TacticsSession 3 - Strategy and Tactics

 •  Opponent perspective  

 •  Patentee perspective

Session 4 - The EPO Opposition DivisionSession 4 - The EPO Opposition Division

Session 5 - The Final Stages of the OppositionSession 5 - The Final Stages of the Opposition

  •  The oral hearing   

 •  Introduction to mock proceedings

Session 6 - HearingSession 6 - Hearing

 •  A compressed mock oral hearing

Session 7 - The DecisionSession 7 - The Decision

  •  Possible outcomes  

 •  Options: appeal, national proceedings

Questions and Answers

Seminar Outline 

Interested but unavailable?
If you are unable to make it on this 
occasion, but would like to be kept informed 
of future events hosted by Haseltine Lake, 
please provide your contact details overleaf. 

Cost
Silicon Valley $55.00 Silicon Valley IP Law  
 Association (SVIPLA) member
 $85.00 Non member
Orange County $50.00 Orange County Patent  
 Law Association member
 $65.00 Non member 

After the seminar there will be lunch and an opportunity to continue the discussion 

in one to one meetings with Haseltine Lake speakers.

To Register
Please click on the relevant hyperlink or 

complete the registration form overleaf.

Registrations & 
Cancellations
All registrations/cancellations must 
be received by January 21 2011.   

3 HOURS 

OF CLE CREDITS 

AVAILABLE



Haseltine Lake hosts:

www.haseltinelake.com

James Ward - James Ward - Associate 
UK and European 
Patent Attorney
Electronics & 
Communications

David NashDavid Nash - Partner
UK and European 
Patent Attorney
Chemistry & Life 
Sciences 

David Brown David Brown - Partner
UK and European 
Patent Attorney
Chemistry & Life 
Sciences

David qualified as a European 
patent attorney in 1988. David’s 
practice extends across many areas 
of chemistry and life sciences, 
with a particular emphasis on 
pharmaceuticals, diagnostics and 
large-molecule biotechnology work. 

David has many years of experience 
of Oppositions and appeals work 
in the European Patent Office, 
including high-profile cases such as: 
the oppositions in the international 
Vestar/NeXstar v The Liposome 
Company litigation, regarded as a 
leading case in the US on foreign 
prosecution history estoppel; 
and T543/04 (the Hoodia weight-
loss product case, with issues of 
traditional knowledge of indigenous 
peoples and alleged prior public 
use through the traditional use of 
the Hoodia plant as a foodstuff and 
medicine).

David joined Haseltine Lake in 
1983 and has been a partner since 
1990. A patent practitioner in 
the chemical, pharmaceutical and 
biotech sectors, he has specialist 
knowledge of Opposition and appeal 
work before the European Patent 
Office (EPO) and UK entitlement 
disputes. David specialises in the 
prosecution of complex biotech 
and chemical applications and 
has an extensive practice acting 
for opponents in EPO Opposition 
proceedings. David regularly attends 
oral proceedings to represent clients 
before Opposition Divisions and 
appeal boards at the EPO.

David’s clients include industrial 
chemical companies, a US-based 
international petrochemicals group, 
UK and US based pharmaceutical 
companies, UK universities and 
a national health agency. David 
is a regular traveller overseas, 
particularly to the USA and Japan. 
David is a member of Fédération 
Internationale des Conseils en 
Propriété Industrielle (FICPI).

James specialises in the fields 
of electronics and solid state 
devices, in particular relating to 
computer hardware and software, 
telecommunications and robot control 
systems. 

Based at our Munich office, James 
regularly attends oral proceedings 
at the EPO before the first-instance 
Examining and Opposition Divisions 
and before the Boards of Appeal. 
Opposition proceedings form a 
significant part of his practice, acting 
both for opponents and patentees.  

In 2009 James acted for the opponent 
in nine Opposition hearings, with 
all nine patents being revoked.  
James’ clients include multinational 
electronics corporations and 
IP attorney firms from various 
jurisdictions.

During his training to become a 
European patent attorney, James 
completed a secondment at a major 
US patent law firm where he gained 
valuable experience of US patent 
practice.



Registration Details

 

Please complete the booking form in BLOCK CAPITALS and email to:

oppositionseminar2011@haseltinelake.com

Your name

Job title

Company name

Email

Telephone number

Fax number

Website 

Address (including Zipcode)

Description of business

Any special dietary 

requirements?

Note: Please note that confi rmation will be 

sent to you once the registration has been 

successfully processed. This booking form 

does not constitute confi rmation of the event.

Please email or fax this booking form to:  Victoria Knowles   Email: oppositionseminar2011@haseltinelake.com  
    Haseltine Lake, Redcliff Quay, Fax: + 44 117 910 3201
    120 Redcliff Street, Bristol,   Telephone: + 44 117 910 3200
    BS1 6HU, United Kingdom

When?
Tuesday January 25 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed by lunch

Where?
Hyatt Regency
5101 Great America Parkway,
Santa Clara, California, 95054

When?
Thursday January 27 2011
08:00 - 12:00, followed by lunch

Where?
The Sports Club/LA – 
Orange County, 1980 Main Street, 
(Just off MacArthur)
Irvine, California 92614

SANTA CLARA

IRVINE

 Yes, I would like to attend the seminar in Silicon Valley 
 (SVIPLA member $55.00, non member $85.00)
 Yes, I would like to attend the seminar in Orange County
 (OCPLA member $50.00,  non member $65.00) 

 Unfortunately, I am not able to attend, but please keep me informed of any future events

Please state any locations at which you would like to see similar events held:

Once your registration form has been received, you will be contacted by Silicon Valley IP Law Association/Orange County Patent Law 
Association to arrange payment.  

In association with:

www.haseltinelake.com

Submit 

3 HOURS 

OF CLE CREDITS 

AVAILABLE
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