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Applicants from member countries of the European Patent
System (EP) file the most International (PCT) applications
per year, followed closely by US applicants and then by

100001 [

Japanese applicants. 45000
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As the chart on the right shows, the number of applications
filed by Japanese applicants has shown consistent strong 35000 -
growth in recent years (from 16% to 28% year on year), and 30000
more than doubled from 2000 to 2004.
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The chart on the left illustrates growth in
filings of International (PCT) applications by
applicants from the top filing countries after
the USA and Japan.

Germany is by far the most significant single
country source of International (PCT)
applications after Japan and USA, followed
by France, United Kingdom and the

Netherlands, other powerful European
economies.
Up to 2003, applications from the

Netherlands grew at an impressive rate, but
growth stalled in 2004.

Applications from South Korea showed the
greatest relative growth over the period 2000
to 2004. If this growth continues, South
Korea will soon be challenging for a place in
the top five filing countries.

The chart on the left illustrates growth
in PCT filings by applicants from
further countries.

Filings by applicants from China had
the strongest rates of growth in 2003
and 2004. If this trend continues into
2005, China will be one of the top ten
countries in terms of filings of
International (PCT) applications in
2005.

PCT filings by applicants from
countries other that those specifically
mentioned in the charts, accounting
for about 4% of the total, have also
increased significantly in recent years
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IL 1.1
DK 0.9
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The European Patent Office (EPO) is a key part of the PCT system, as a Receiving Office and as an
International Search (ISA) and Preliminary Examination (IPEA) Authority. In 2004, the EPO received 15%
of all PCT applications. This indicates at least that applicants from European countries may chose the EPO
rather than the national patent offices of their countries as the place to file their PCT applications. In
particular German applicants, accounting for over 13% of total applications in 2004, seem to prefer to file
at the EPO rather than the German Patent Office (DE) which received only just over 2% of applications.
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For over 50% of PCT
applications filed in 2004, the
EPO was named as the

AT International Search Authority
0.7% (ISA) responsible for carrying

out the search in respect of
the application. An even
greater proportion — nearly
55% - of all demands for
International Preliminary
Examination filed in 2004 was
directed to the EPO as
International Preliminary
Examination Authority (IPEA).

The small chart below
illustrates the 50% fall in the
number of demands for
International Preliminary
Examination filed per vyear,
since the time limits under
PCT Chapters | and Il were
made the same in 2002. That
change was initiated by the
EPO.
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