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OVERVIEW 
 
Community Registered Designs 
 
• The Registered Community Design system is administered by OHIM (the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market). The 

official start date of the system was 1 April 2003. Applications were accepted before then, but such earlier applications received a 
filing date of 1 April 2003. Applications can be filed at national patent offices, including the British and German Patent Offices. 

 
• The rights afforded by a registration extend to all 25 member states of the EU. These include new EU members which joined in 

2004, after the Registered Community Design system came into effect. 
 
• The range of designs that can be protected is extended, and covers, for example, handicraft items and graphic symbols. 
 
• A registered design protects the design regardless of the article to which it is 

applied. 
 
• Absolute novelty is required. 
 
• A 12 month grace period is available. 
 
• To be validly registrable, a design must not only be new, but must also have 

“individual character”. 
 
• Component parts of complex products are protectable only if they are visible in 

normal use of the complex product. 
 
• Purely functional designs are not registrable, although it is not necessary to show 

aesthetic merit. 
 
• Spare parts (e.g. body panels) will not be protectable if their shape is dictated by the need to restore the original appearance of 

the product to which they are fitted. 
 
• Multiple designs may be filed in one application so long as each design falls within the same Euro-Locarno class. 
 
• Publication of designs may be deferred for up to 30 months. 
 
 
Community Unregistered Designs 
 
Community unregistered design right is applicable to designs created or disclosed after 6 March 2002. The right may be used to 
prevent unauthorised copying of a design but not independent creation. Community unregistered design right lasts for three years from 
disclosure of the design. 
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Current EU members:
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Ireland,

Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden and the UK.

The following became full members of
the EU on 1 May 2004:

Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta,

Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
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Jane is experienced across a wide range of UK and European trade mark issues including 
contentious work and dispute resolution. Jane represents UK and overseas clients from 
industry sectors including visual arts, foodstuffs, engineering and chemicals. She organizes 
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